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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Bro. Wes Guyton’s, mother.  Bro. Rick Hulsey. 


 Sis. Nancy Woods, Sis. Patty Keenan’s parents. 


 Tony Wilkie,  recovering from a stroke.


 Sis. Ellizabeth Hammond’s sister Becca Debee,


 recovering from cancer surgery. Sis. Doris Davis


Sis. Elaine Clem’s mother. Sis. Linda Tramell


Steven’s mother is having surgery on Monday.


All of our new Converts. Josh Sams, Aundrea


 Sams, Ashle Vallis, Jennifer Parsons, Grace


McCurry, Megan Funkhauser. 


Our expectant mother Sis. Tiffany Donofrio.


Check the board in the back for others. 


Remember Crystal Crouch.  


_________________________________


Group “D” meeting after PM Service.


_________________________________


Upcoming Events to Remember





Bible Forum …………March 2011


With Bro. Ferrell Jenkins


________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Brad Bowman


Song Leader----Steve Huff


Lord's Supper---Drew Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Josh Green


   Asst. 2-----George Wilcox


   Asst. 3-----Clay Bowman 


   Asst. 4-----Carlos Pineda


   Asst. 5-----Zachary Rogers


2nd Prayer----Jack Green 


Read Scripture---Mark Bowman 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer---Roger Pink 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Michael Burke





Special Service


Sam Adams





Lord's Supper---Drew Bowman


Announcements—Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer---Tyler Davidson


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Ken Gay


 Invitation---Chris Jackson


 Closing Prayer---Chase Shaffer





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 








THE MOUNTAIN VIEW


MESSENGER


Vol. 7				01/23/2011			Issue 4





   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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Christian Fellowship





And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the prayers.  (Acts 2:42)





    To say the least there is a lot of misunderstanding, in the religious world, about the word fellowship as it is used in the scriptures. Most all denominations as well as many who identify themselves as Churches of Christ attribute social intercourse i.e. (eating a meal or fun time together) to its meaning, equally as important as any spiritual meaning they may attach. Thus, we have “fellowship halls” of all kinds justified and added to the property to fulfill such need for fellowship among its members. Social gatherings in private homes, (pot luck dinners or rook tournaments, etc.) do not constitute fellowship in the Bible sense and adding a Bible class to it doesn’t change anything.  


      In the New Testament, however, fellowship is distinctly spiritual in meaning. Translated from the Greek “koinonia” and “koinoneo” it is the same word as “communion” and implies a sharing or having a part in a given thing. In the New Testament, fellowship is used seventeen times and, in each place used it speaks directly to the relationship we have with God through Christ Jesus our Lord. The fellowship that we have with each other comes about by a mutual faith in God and His Son and subsequent obedience to His word. The Apostle Peter called it, “a like precious faith with us in the righteousness of our God and (the) Saviour Jesus Christ”. (II Pet. 1:1)


     From the beginning the church enjoyed this fellowship and we see its elements in the title verse. The word fellowship user here is translated from “communion” but it is not referring to the Lord’s Supper because that is mentioned separately. It has to do with the act of verses (44-45) where they sold their goods and “parted them to all” that the needs of all were met and thus they had fellowship with each other in that way. 	Cont. on Page 3





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)











SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





uprooted" (Matthew 15:13).  This is equal


 to saying that churches not planted by the Lord will be rejected


3.  Has God designated any exclusives in religion?  Consider Ephesians 4:4-6.  "There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all."  The "one" in these verses obviously means "one and only one."


      These verses do not allow for our modern broad-mindedness.  Such broad-mindedness, however, is not really new; it existed in the first century among the Ephesians to whom this was written.  Paul became the focus of a riot because he insisted "that there are no gods made with hands" (Acts 19:26), to put it another way, he preached there was "one and only one" God.  The Ephesians were tolerant of many gods, but intolerant of anyone who said there was only one.


      Most of us would agree that there is one and only one God.  But the same verses say "there is one body."  What is this one body?  The same writer says in Ephesians 1:22-23 that God has given Christ "to be head of all things to the church which is His body."  So, if there is one body and that body is the church, this is saying there is one church.  If one God means only one God, then one body means only one body or only one church.


What was the one church?  Without doubt, the one body (church) referred to in Ephesians 4:4-6, was the church that Jesus promised to build (Matthew 16:18).  It was


to be founded on the fact that He was the Christ, the Son of God.  That church began 








Probably no charge creates more prejudice against a group of people than the charge that they think there is only one church that is right.  This fact clearly indicates that most Americans consider all churches right.  Is it possible that only one church is right?


     At least three more questions must be answered before this one can be answered intelligently.


1.  Is there such a thing as right and wrong?  Many who complain so bitterly about such a claim do not believe that anything is absolutely right or wrong.  If there is no right and wrong, then obviously any claim to be the only right church would be ridiculous.  However, if there is a God and if He created us, He is the standard of right and wrong (Romans 3:4).  His word is truth (John 17:17).


2.  Is there a right and wrong in religion?  Some who accept the concept of right and wrong in the realm of morals exclude it from religion.  They seem to think that God is so loving and good that He will accept anything man may do and dedicate to Him.  But Jesus warned of false teachers who would come in sheep's clothing (Matthew 7:15).  He stated that worship was made vain by teaching the doctrines of men (Matthew 15:9).  Paul informed the Galatians that anyone who preached any other gospel than what he had preached would be accursed (Galatians 1:8), and Peter predicted that there would be false teachers among us (2 Peter 2:1).  So religious teaching can be false and religious practices can be wrong.  Jesus also said, "Every plant which my. heavenly Father has not planted will be 








on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2), when Jesus was first publicly proclaimed to be the Christ, based upon the fact of His resurrection from the dead.


     Those who believed asked, "What shall we do?  Then Peter said to them, 'Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit'…. Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved". (Acts 2:37-38, 41)


     Please note that all who were saved were added to the church.  It included all who were saved, for the Lord added all who were saved to it.  But if it included all who were saved it was not a denomination, for a denomination by definition is only one part of a whole.  Neither was it a combination of all denominations, nor even an association of local churches known as "churches of Christ."  The one body was made up of individual members, not of local churches.  It was the one true church to which all that were saved were added.  It was that one body described in Ephesians.


How can this church be identified?  Jesus said that the gates of Hades would not prevail against His church (Matthew 16:18).  It must be in existence today.  If it is, it has Jesus Christ as its only Lord and the gospel as its only faith.  It is entered by the one baptism, it still includes all who are saved, and it is not one of many.  It is the body of Christ (Colossians 1:28), Christ's church (Matthew 16:18), the church of God (Galatians 1:13), the house of God (1 Timothy 3:15).  It is the one and only church that is right.





					





Is Only One Church Right?


By Sewell Hall





Some who accept the concept of right and wrong in the realm of morals exclude it in religion.








Cont from Page 1





It is a unique thing and is not shared outside the Lord’s body.


    To better understand Christian fellowship lets look at some other places where it is used. Paul said, 


“Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for what fellowship have righteousness and iniquity? or what communion hath light with darkness?


(2 Cor 6:14) For years this passage has been misused in an attempt to show that Christians can not marry non-Christians. While I believe that it is wise for Christians to choose one “of like precious faith” as a marriage partner, it is not what this passage is talking about and both Paul and Peter teach against the idea. (I Cor.7:12-14) (I Pet. 3:1) The question that it does raise is “what fellowship have righteousness and iniquity? It is a rhetorical question that means we who have our fellowship in the righteousness of Jesus Christ and the faithfulness of His word, can not support, be a part, condone, promote, encourage, ignore or whatever, anything that does not stand up to the scrutiny of Gods word. The apostle John sums it up when he said, 


“If we say that we have fellowship with him and walk in the darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleans -eth us from all sin.” (I Jn. 1:6-7) 


     In a more tangible way we have fellowship with those whom we support in the preaching of the gospel and we should take consideration in our giving, that we have a part in that work. Paul spoke often of churches that had fellowship in his work through their support. (Phil 1:5; 4:15)


     Let us have joy in the fellowship we share as we worship together. 


			JP   








